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CATEGORY: Dividends

FROM: Mario Zaccardi, Supervisor, Dividend Department

ATTENTION: Operations, Reorg & Dividend Managers, Partners & Cashiers

SUBJECT: TaxRelief - Country: NETHERLANDS
MARKET 2000 HOLDRS      CUSIP: 57059Y204
Paid on Royal Dutch Petroleum, a component of the HOLDR
R/D: 05/29/2001  P/D: 06/08/2001
Jjj

DTC has been notified by the Bank of  New York, the Depositary Bank, that it will distribute a cash
dividend paid on Royal Dutch Petroleum, a constituent of  MARKET 2000 HOLDRS. The record for this
distribution is May 29, 2001. The  dividend will be paid at the standard tax-withholding rate of 25% on the
MARKET 2000 HOLDRS payable date, June 08, 2001.

Participants will have a one-time opportunity to receive a post-payable date refund of Netherlands
withholding tax. To do so, participants must complete the attached split letter and submit it to the Bank of
New York by June 14, 2001. The anticipated payment date for the tax refund is June 24, 2001.

DTC WILL ALLOCATE THE REFUND TO ONLY THOSE PARTICIPANTS THAT COMPLETE
AND RETURN THE SPLIT LETTER TO THE BANK OF NEW YORK BY JUNE 14, 2001.

                                                                           -Over-



B# 2062

The Bank of New York must receive the Split Letter at the following address by June 14, 2001:

                                    THE BANK OF NEW YORK
ADR DEPARTMENT
101 BARCLAY STREET 22 WEST
NEW YORK, NY 10286
ATTN:  LATOYA DIENE

Questions may be directed to Latoya Diene at the Bank of New York (212) 815-3723.

Questions regarding this Important Notice may be directed to Mr. George Di Garbo or myself of DTC’s
Dividend  Department  at (212) 855-4539 or 4540 respectively.




